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Immunohistochemistry (IHC) is a method for localizing specific antigens in tissues or cells based on antigen-antibody recognition, the site where the antibody binds being identified either by direct antibody labeling or by a secondary  labeling method by use of enzymes possessing the property of inducing the formation of a colored reaction product from a suitable substrate system.
Immunohistochemistry uses the molecular criterium in histopathologic diagnosis, with immediate impact on the study of histological differentiation, histogenesis, classification and progression of skin tumors; therefore it can provide data concerning the stage of progression of a skin tumor by establishing the integrity of the basal membrane and the rate of cell proliferation, or it can provide  useful assistance in ascertaining tissue origin of skin metastases in the absence of any obvious localisation of a primitive tumor.
Due to the lack of standard indications for immunohistochemistry,  unwanted overestimating of the diagnostic capacity of this method can occur; therefore the propensity to overusing the technique must be avoided, the position of immunohistochemistry in dermatological practice being that of a complementary diagnostic tool, the clinical and histopathological examination playing the main diagnostic role.
The paper here wishes to review  the practical significance and limits of immunohistochemistry in dermatological practice.
